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Ackley’s method was simple, he used a headspace gauge .004ʺ shorter than the SAAMI 
minimum chamber as a GO Gauge.  The shoulder angle on the gauge was still the same as 
the parent chamber. Ackley used the shoulder and neck junction as his gauging point not 
the datum line of the SAAMI chamber. So the SAAMI GO dimension becomes the NO-GO 
dimension for Ackley’s improved chambers, and the chamber Go minimum was .004 
shorter. This shorter headspace assured that the SAAMI spec cartridges would be held 
tight between the breach and the junction of the neck and shoulder of the chamber 
during fire forming.
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